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LIVESTOCK ON FARMS JANUARY 1

YEAR
All Cattle 
(including
milk cows)

Milk Cows
(2 years and

older) 1/

Hogs
and

Pigs 2/

Stock
Sheep and

Lambs
1935 3,839 NA 2,789 382
1940 3,703 NA 3,313 365
1945 5,590 NA 4,538 280
1950 6,455 2,571 4,666 476
1954 8,864 2,691 4,439 431
1959 9,033 2,209 5,957 419
1964  9,740 2,407 3,814 232
1969 10,150 1,932 5,135 216
1974 12,159 1,630  5,717 (D)
1978 10,158 1,287 4,919 (D)
1982 11,816 1,612 3,588 72
1987 12,518 1,165 2,335 183
1992 13,757 961 992 861
1997 13,062 676 305 89

1/  "Milk cows that have calved" beginning in 1970.  2/  Beginning in 1970 hog inventory data
refers to preceding December.  NA  Not available.  (D)  Data withheld to avoid disclosing
information for individual farms.

FARM INCOME AND SALES
1997 1992 1987

Number of farms: 248 237 277

Farm income and sales:
-Thousand Dollars-

Crops Sold 1,820 881 577
Grains 110 148 95
Tobacco (D) 213 262
Field seeds, hay, forage, 
  and silage 158 123 89
Other field crops ---- ---- ----
Vegetables, sweet corn   
  and melons (D) (D) (D)
Fruits, nuts and berries (D) (D) (D)
Nursery and greenhouse 
  products 266 (D) (D)
Forest Products Sold 259 47 (D)

Livestock, Poultry and
Products Sold 22,694 25,910 21,278

Poultry and products (D) 16,899 11,342
Dairy products 1,718 1,841 2,748
Cattle and calves 1,972 3,686 4,119
Hogs and pigs 118 94 305
Sheep, lambs and wool (D) (D) (D)
Other livestock and          
 products ---- (D) (D)

Total income from sales: 24,514 26,790 21,855

Custom work and other      
 agricultural services: 16 310 124

(D)  Data withheld to avoid disclosing information for individual farms.
----  Represents zero.

NUMBER OF FARMS, BY SIZE, GROUP

YEAR

Size of Farm (Acres)

All
Farms1-9 10-49

50-179 180-499 500-
999

1,000-1,999
2,000+50-174 1/ 175-499 1/ 1,000-Over 1/

1974 27 65 152 79 17 6 5 351
1978 18 49 147 89 21 4 3 331
1982 9 61 151 88 13 9 2 331
1987 10 57 118 60 22 10 2 277
1992 8 36 101 56 26 10 2 237

1997 9 42 101 65 23 8 ---- 248
1/  Applies to 1997.  ----  Represents zero.

OPERATORS’  OCCUPATION AND AGE
1982 1987 1992 1997

Operators by principal occupation:

   Farming . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 149 116 119 109
   Other . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 182 161 118 139

Operators by age group:

   Under 25 years . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 7 1 ---- 1
   25 to 34 years . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 25 23 17 9
   35 to 44 years . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 63 38 40 37
   45 to 54 years . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 85 66 59 64
   55 to 64 years . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . NA 77 55 66
   65 years and over . . . . . . . . . . . . . NA 72 66 71
   Average Age . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 54 55 55 57
NA  Not available.  ----  Represents zero.  
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CUMBERLAND
COUNTY
U.S. Census of Agriculture

Cumberland County lies in the central Piedmont Plateau. Formed
from part of Goochland in 1748, the county was named after the Duke of
Cumberland, son of George II, who led the British Army to  victory over the
Stuarts at Colloden in 1746.  

In 1997, Cumberland land in farms totaled 61,048 acres, or  32
percent of the county's 191,053 acre area.  According to the 1997 Census
of Agriculture, there were 248 farms in the county, each averaging 246
acres in size and worth an average of $341,454, including land and
buildings.  Much as in other areas of the state, the number of farms in
Cumberland has dropped steadily since the peak in 1934,  when 1,537 farms
were recorded.  The amount of land in farms has also declined since the
159,219 acres reported that year.

The topography of Cumberland is level to slightly rolling, with
altitudes ranging from 200 to 500 feet above sea level.  The James River is
on the northern border and the Appomattox River forms the southern and
southwestern boundaries.  Temperatures average about 38 degrees in
January and 77 in July.  The frost-free growing season is about 195 days,
usually extending from  April 10 to October 22, and annual precipitation
averages 40 inches.

Agriculture is an integral part of the county’s economy.  In 1997, 93
percent of Cumberland’s farm income was accounted for by livestock,
poultry, and related products.  Crops supplied the remaining 7 percent.
While Cumberland produces four different types of tobacco, the acreage
allotted to each is relatively small, rendering tobacco production a fairly small
contributor to Cumberland’s economy.

More than two-thirds of the county is forested.  Woodland on farms
totaled 24,728 acres, the Cumberland State Forest over 15,000 acres, and
the remainder is in commercial forests.  As a result, pulpwood, lumber, and
other forest products are additional sources of revenue for Cumberland.

Although there are no incorporated towns within the county,
Farmville, a bustling urban center, is just across the Appomattox River.  The
county seat is located at Cumberland.  In 1990, the estimated county
population totaled 7,825.  The total gross personal income in 1990 was
$104.2 million, or an average of $13,314 per capita.



FARM DATA & LAND USE

YEAR
Number

of
Farms

Land
in

Farms

Avg. Value
Per Acre
For Land

& Buildings

LAND USE

Cropland Other
Pasture 1/

Woodland

Harvested Other Pasture Pasture Not Pastured

Number Acres Dollars -Acres-
1935 1,537 159,219 15 21,710 29,321 7,640 6,592 NA 87,774
1940 1,447 126,241 24 24,416 7,583 17,708 NA NA NA
1945 1,227 138,650 26 25,427 12,513 11,877 12,551 NA 72,621
1950 1,054 130,984 39 22,694 12,306 11,417 8,721 NA 71,707
1954 977 119,410 62 21,919 7,151 8,477 8,985 NA 69,963
1959 731 108,019 87 18,540 7,213 8,544 6,827 NA 64,635
1964 571 99,188 108 15,789 6,704 4,424 8,820 8,799 31,266
1969 440 90,945 181 14,379 5,323 10,517 3,255 22,164 17,099
1974 2/ 351 82,124 429 14,138 2,796 10,894 14,884 9,443 18,291
1978 331 70,332 628 14,578 3,662 10,839 5,642 12,427 20,373
1982 331 67,050 718 14,747 4,115 11,382 5,164 7,365 19,712
1987 277 61,164 954 12,243 3,415 11,570 4,155 6,915 19,690
1992 237 61,669 1,078 12,321 2,858 15,352 4,607 4,450 20,278
1997 248 61,048 1,510 13,014 2,553 13,107 3,685 4,990 20,356
1/  Due to changes in definition and wording of questions, figures for “cropland pasture” and “other pasture” are not always comparable from the Census. 
Acreages beginning with 1964 refer to pastureland and rangeland, other than cropland and woodland pastured, on farms with sales of agricultural products of
$2,500 and over.  2/  Beginning with 1964, agricultural operations under individual management with annual sales of $1,000 or more.  NA  Not Available. 

POULTRY SALES

YEAR
Broilers Turkeys Hens & Pullets of Laying Age

Number of Farms Number Sold Number of Farms Number Sold Number of Farms Number Sold
1945 1/ 1,060 131,893 27 3,059 NA NA
1950 2/ 307 110,740 22 6,139 NA NA
1954 3/ 44 732,757 38 42,745 NA NA
1959 3/ 38 917,708 16 18,179 NA NA
1964 3/ 4/ 23 1,055,285 5 6,231 NA NA
1969 4/ 22 1,479,790 2 1,292 8 24,418
1974 5/ 6/ 23 2,398,314 NA NA 5 (D)
1978 5/ 25 4,562,374 ---- ---- 5 407
1982 22 5,664,675 2 (D) 8 (D)
1987 25 6,003,090 ---- ---- 6 102,670
1992 29 10,532,078 ---- ---- 7 110,012

1997 24 8,964,869 ---- ---- 7 133,333
1/  1945 Chickens raised.  Turkeys raised.  2/  1950 Chickens sold.  Turkeys raised.  3/  1964, 1959 and 1954 Turkeys and turkey fryers raised.  4/  1969 and
1964 Broilers and other meat-type chickens less than 3 months old.  1969 and 1964 Turkeys with farm sales of $2,500 and over.  5/  1974 and 1978 Broilers and
other meat type chickens sold.  6/   1974 Turkeys and Hens & Pullets with farm sales of $2,500 and over.  (D)  Data withheld to avoid disclosing information for
individual farms.  ---- Represents zero.  NA  Not available.  

CROP ACREAGE, YIELD, AND PRODUCTION

YEAR

CORN WHEAT SOYBEANS

Acreage Yield Production Acreage Yield Production Acreage Yield Production

Bushels Bushels Bushels Bushels Bushels Bushels
1935 1/ 10,654 14.8 157,814 3,746 12.9 48,136 173 NA NA
1940 10,125 19.7 199,212 3,400 13.5 45,886 NA NA 490
1945 9,047 19.7 178,594 4,062 18.7 76,113 NA NA 554
1950 6,866 30.0 206,144 3,661 18.2 66,629 57 14.7 840
1954 5,381 18.8 101,329 3,362 24.5 82,322 136 5.9 803
1959 2/ 4,395 37.2 163,569 3,475 23.9 83,166 90 22.4 2,018
1964 2,671 37.6 100,315 1,911 30.9 59,025 100 18.1 1,813
1969 2,597 70.9 184,213 1,743 40.8 71,031 740 26.3 19,476
1974 2,626 70.8 185,973 1,796 33.5 60,130 493 21.5 10,612
1978 2,840 69.6 197,799 987 32.6 32,160 1,150 32.4 37,304
1982 2,427 99.4 241,189 1,374 26.9 36,907 1,106 27.8 30,746
1987 808 36.3 29,332 855 33.5 28,640 386 8.7 3,357
1992 986 83.3 82,131 591 43.2 25,555 225 24.4 5,485
1997 942 81.2 76,478 416 46.3 19,265 (D) (D) (D)

1/  All corn (grain equivalent, including silage and forage) 1935-54.  2/  For grain only, 1959-92.  NA  Not available.  (D)  Data withheld to avoid disclosing
information for individual farms.

CROP ACREAGE AND PRODUCTION

YEAR
Vegetables
for sale 1/

Oats Threshed
or Combined 2/

Barley Threshed
or Combined 2/

Rye Threshed or
Combined 2/ Potatoes 3/ Sweet Potatoes

Acreage Acreage Bushels Acreage Bushels Acreage Bushels Acreage Bushels Acreage Bushels
1935 150 186 3,421 97 1,610 219 1,968 137 10,433 133 12,254
1940 72 256 5,104 206 5,536 96 1,000 104 6,969 88 7,768
1945 125 612 13,731 252 5,450 88 1,119 143 9,231 111 9,582
1950 60 947 25,962 387 9,919 41 680 33 5,933 29 4,831
1954 12 1,840 72,767 314 9,653 109 1,656 16 5,874 4 1,773
1959 15 1,500 55,354 594 22,635 56 1,034 8 1,857 7 2,136
1964 1 333 12,648 756 34,810 66 1,256 2 318 NA 215
1969 4 NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA
1974 8 NA NA NA NA NA NA 6 976 1 123
1978 25 172 6,170 664 31,822 (D) (D) (D) (D) 3 150
1982 25 NA NA 360 22,610 NA NA NA 301 NA NA
1987 84 19 728 273 16,248 NA NA NA NA NA NA
1992 (D) 37 2,110 97 5,372 NA NA NA NA NA NA
1997 (D) NA NA 117 7,243 NA NA NA NA NA NA

1/  Excludes potatoes and sweet potatoes.  2/  Beginning with 1964 includes farms with total sales of agricultural products of $2,500 and over.  
3/  Potatoes are in hundred weight starting in 1959.  NA  Not available.  (D)  Data withheld to avoid disclosing information for individual. 

CROP ACREAGE AND PRODUCTION

YEAR
All Hay Alfalfa for Hay 1/ Other Tame Hay 2/ Small Grains for Hay 2/ 3/

Acreage Acreage Tons Acreage Tons Acreage Tons
1935 4,011 313 603 1,696 1,634 62 53
1940 6,031 251 479 4,768 4,737 84 80
1945 8,040 280 559 7,037 6,501 150 148
1950 8,674 715 1,358 7,403 8,385 162 170
1954 9,239 862 1,488 7,362 5,958 339 431
1959 8,033 876 2,480 5,790 7,251 215 329
1964 6,966 1,032 1,799 4,442 4,520 385 534
1969 5,648 NA NA NA NA NA NA
1974 7,165 NA NA NA NA NA NA
1978 7,208 256 764 5,458 7,762 347 670
1982 8,071 791 3,134 6,700 9,646 204 295
1987 8,428 913 1,802 6,505 9,285 418 765
1992 9,451 1,482 3,870 6,615 14,498 195 (D)
1997 10,286 753 2,427 8,745 17,184 311 544

1/  Beginning with 1964 includes farms with total sales of agricultural products of $2,500 and over.  2/ Beginning with 1964 includes farms with total sales of
agricultural products of $2,500 and over.  Beginning with 1978 data are for all farms.  Includes clover-timothy, lespedeza and orchardgrass mixtures cut for hay. 
3/  Beginning with 1978 data are for all farms.  NA  Not available.   (D)  Data withheld to avoid disclosing information for individual farms. 

CUMBERLAND


